
(This is a syllabus for a first-year master’s course. There were roughly twenty-five students 
enrolled in the course. About ten of these opted to do in-class presentations; the remainder 
wrote papers.) 
 
 
UE 6 PHILOSOPHIE DES SCIENCES 
8 ECTS – 24H CM/TD 
Kourken MICHAELIAN 
 
Ce cours de philosophie de la psychologie traitera d’erreurs mnésiques telles que la 
fabulation. A la suite d’une discussion de l’histoire de la notion de fabulation, nous étudierons 
des théories contemporaines du phénomène ainsi que les débats philosophiques occasionnés 
par ces dernières. 
 
Modalités de contrôle de connaissances : Soit un travail écrit soit un exposé en cours. 
 
Planning : 
 
21/01/2020 
 
séance d'introduction 
 
28/02/2020 
 
Berrios, G. E. (1998). Confabulations: a conceptual history. Journal of the History of the 
Neurosciences, 7(3), 225-241. 
 
04/02/2020 
 
Hirstein, W. (2009). The name and nature of confabulation. In J. Symons & P. Calvo (Eds.), 
The Routledge Companion to Philosophy of Psychology (pp. 647–658). London: Routledge. 
 
Hirstein, W. (2011). Confabulations about personal memories, normal and abnormal. In S. 
Nalbantian, P. M. Matthews, & J. L. McClelland (Eds.), The Memory Process: 
Neuroscientific and Humanistic Perspectives (pp. 217–232). Cambridge, MA: MIT Press. 
 
11/02/2020 
 
Dalla Barba, G. (2009). Temporal consciousness and confabulation: Escape from unconscious 
explanatory idols. In W. Hirstein (Ed.), Confabulation: Views from Neuroscience, Psychiatry, 
Psychology and Philosophy (pp. 223–260). Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
 
Dalla Barba, G. (2016). Temporal consciousness and confabulation: When mental time travel 
takes the wrong track. In K. Michaelian, S. B. Klein, & K. K. Szpunar (Eds.), Seeing The 
Future: Theoretical Perspectives on Future-Oriented Mental Time Travel (pp. 119–134). 
New York: Oxford University Press. 
 
18/02/2020 
 
Robins, S. K. (2016). Misremembering. Philosophical Psychology, 29(3), 432–447. 



 
03/03/2020 
 
Robins, S. K. (2019). Confabulation and constructive memory. Synthese, 196(6), 2135–2151. 
 
10/03/2020 
 
Baysan, U. (2018). Memory, confabulation, and epistemic failure. Logos & Episteme, 9(4), 
369–378. 
 
17/03/2020 
 
séance annulée dû au coronavirus 
 
24/03/2020 
 
Michaelian, K. (2016). Confabulating, misremembering, relearning: The simulation theory of 
memory and unsuccessful remembering. Frontiers in Psychology, 7, 1857. 
 
31/03/2020 
 
Bernecker, S. (2017). A causal theory of mnemonic confabulation. Frontiers in Psychology, 
8, 1207. 
 
07/04/2020 
 
Michaelian, K. (2020). Confabulating as unreliable imagining: In defence of the simulationist 
account of unsuccessful remembering. Topoi, 39(1), 133–148.  
 
14/04/2020 
 
Robins, S. K. (2020). Mnemonic confabulation. Topoi, 39(1), 121–132. 
 
28/04/2020 
 
Bortolotti, L., & Cox, R. E. (2009). ‘Faultless’ ignorance: Strengths and limitations of 
epistemic definitions of confabulation. Consciousness and Cognition, 18(4), 952–965. 
 


